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March 12, 2026
Cavalier County Water Resource Board held a regular session meeting on March 12, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room in the County Courthouse.  Vice Chairman Bruce Roder called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM with Craig Borgen, Ordale Morstad, Shauna Schneider, & Secretary Karen Kempert present. Brian Hardy attended via telephone. 
Shauna Schneider made a motion to approve the agenda with the following additions; 
Houston Engineering, Fetsch bldg.. permit, Ryan Gustafson – Badger Coulee.

2nd by Brian Hardy, motion carried unanimously.

Shauna Schneider made a motion to approve the February 12th, meeting minutes with corrections, 2nd by Craig Borgen, motion carried unanimously.

Karen Kempert updated the board on action items, specifically the Mt. Carmel Dam Hazard Classification since it is no longer a drinking water source.

Josh Short presented to the board an option to collaborate with the Weed Board, if they approve this collaboration at their April meeting, to spray areas for the weeds that are on their list in our legal drains. Drone spraying at $6.50 per acre would be our cost and if the weeds are in the Cavalier County Noxious list they can supply the spray. The board thought this would be a good collaboration and stated such to Josh. Josh Short will get back to us following the Weed Board meeting.
Dan Fischer and Jim Belanus presented issues in the Walhalla Drain 3 area, specifically the S1/2 of section 5, in Walhalla Township. Mr. Belanus reported that water had been going over the road, and ever since this was taken from a texas crossing to a culverted road when doing the legal drain there have been issues numerous times. He would like it put back into a Texas crossing or clean the ice and snow out of it.

Dan Fischer went out to view the drain, following a call from Patrick Dunnigan, his pictures show that the water has receded, and his opinion is that we should just let things go as nature determines since there is room before water overtops the dike walls. Mr. Belanus was fine with that, as long as he gets assurance that snow and ice will be removed if an issue arises. 

Mr. Belanus asked if the board had an issue with him spraying Grazone to control weeds, etc. in the drain at his expense. Board members stated they had no issue with this. 

Motion was made by Ordale Morstad, with 2nd by Craig Borgen, to approve the easements for Fetsch, Smith, and Mikkelsen, on Dresden 2 drain. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Brian Hardy, 2nd by Shauna Schneider to approve no assessment on Starkweather Coulee and to renew the CD at Ramsey County. Motion passed unanimously.

Ryan Gustafson farm land in the Badger Coulee area. Following a legal description, it was determined that his land in question is not in a legal drain nor assessed. He will work with the township to determine solution.
Taylor Benneweis was in to work with the board on dates to open and close the recreation area. Open, if possible, May 8th weekend, weather dependent for water turn on. Close the recreation area on or around September 20th and lock all up. Chairman Hardy asked that it get a good final mowing and that everything be cleaned when closed and locked. 
Taylor will be attending the job fair in Langdon to recruit employees since she doesn’t believe last years are coming back. Wages are $17.00 per hour.  The board asked what the rent was for the cabin Taylor stated that last year it was $35.00 per night for the cabin, and $130.00 per week.  Board left the rates.
Chairman Hardy requested that we make firewood available for sale, to all campers not just overnights and weekenders. Taylor stated she would.

File cabinets were discussed from Dr. Eklof’s office, Brian Hardy made a motion to purchase for $1200.00. 2nd by Ordale Morstad, unanimously approved.

Work station replacement for laptop in Waterboard office, motion was made by Craig Borgen to move ahead with replacement to a work station, motion was seconded by Ordale Morstad, motion carried unanimously.

Ordale Morstad made a motion to approve the vouchers, second by Craig Borgen, motion approved unanimously.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Brian Hardy, seconded by Craig Borgen, motion carried unanimously.

